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Reader’s LetterEditor’s Note
It is gratifying that Bahasa Indonesia is growing 

and studied by other nations in the world. The topics 
contained in the Diplomacy Tabloid concerning 
the interest of foreign nationals abroad to learn the 
Indonesian language is very encouraging.

Moreover, Bahasa Indonesia has become the fourth 
popular language in Australia, so numerous elementary 
school children in Australia currently speak Indonesian 
fluently. Vietnam even officially announced Bahasa 
Indonesia to be its second language.

This development is certainly a great opportunity for 
us to make Bahasa Indonesia an international language. 
But the effort to make Bahasa Indonesia an international 
language must be initiated from the Indonesian nation 
itself, by loving and appreciating the Indonesian language.

We should be proud to use Bahasa Indonesia rather 
than using a foreign language like English for example. 
Bahasa Indonesia is one of the nation’s identities that we 
must safeguard and maintain. One way is to use a good 
and correct Bahasa Indonesia in our daily activities.

Let us encourage the use of Bahasa Indonesia and not 
to be proud of the foreign term that has now become so 
rampant in our daily lives. Especially as an Indonesian 
youth, we have sworn that we have a united language, 
which is Bahasa Indonesia that we must always uphold, 
both in national and international forums. []

Muhammad Rifki
UNJ Student, Jakarta

Southeast Asia is one of the safest areas in the world; 
all conflicts between countries in the ASEAN region can 
be resolved peacefully. However, internal conflicts in 
some ASEAN countries still occur like conflicts in the 
southern Philippines and southern Thailand. I appreciate 
the government of Indonesia which is committed to bring 
peace to both regions.

Indonesia’s role in attaining peace in Southeast Asia, 
especially in Thailand and the Philippines, needs to be 
continued. The conflicts that occurred in both countries 
lasted long enough and it is time to end them.

Indonesia’s active role as a leader in ASEAN is needed. 
Indonesia can also provide diversity experiences to 
Muslim communities in the Mindanao and Patani areas 
with a friendly and moderate Islamic approach.

If this is done, it will gradually create harmony among 
religious people that will impact on efforts to resolve the 
conflict peacefully. []

Dita Fakhrina
Hasanudin University Student, Makassar

Dear readers of Diplomacy 
Tabloid, in this edition, the 
editorial team features the theme 
around the main activity of the   
Indonesia Channel 2017 show that 
was just held in Surabaya. The 
show was the climax and at the 
same time closing of the 2017 BSBI 
program. The Indonesia Channel 
2017 presented art and colossal 
culture entitled “Celebrating 
Diversity, Harnessing Harmony” 
at the Empire Palace Building, 
Surabaya on August 18, 2017. At 
the same time, a work exhibition 
by the 2017 BSBI participants 
in the form of paintings, 
photographs, batik, woodcarving 
and pottery, jewelry, and others 
was also held.

The BSBI Program and 
Indonesia Channel 2017 show 
received a fairly festive reception 
from the public, especially among 
the youth. This was evident from 
the community’s enthusiasm, the 
amount of media coverage and 
posting on various social media. 

The BSBI program is one 
of the strategic programs that 
lure the interests of youths of 
friendly countries to become the 
‘Friends of Indonesia’ in their 
respective countries. Therefore, 
RI Representatives overseas 
need to always embrace and 
involve them in various activities, 
especially concerning Indonesia’s 
promotion. In addition, the BSBI 
Program is a concrete form of the 
Foreign Ministry’s commitment 
in the effort of preserving and 
developing Indonesia’s traditional 
arts and culture.

The other articles we are 
presenting are activities on 
the Dinner of CEOs with 
the Outstanding Student for 
the World (OSTW) and the 
Indonesian Young Entrepreneurs 
held in Jakarta, as well as topics 
on the protection of Indonesian 
Citizens abroad in relation to 
various standardization issues.

Completing the articles in 
this edition, we also are featuring 
a variety of interesting articles, 

including the activities of PT 
Semen Indonesia (Persero) 
Tbk. which is interested in 
expanding business in Jordan; 
organizing a workshop entitled 
“Development Capability 
of Market and Trade Policy 
Intelligence related to 
Sanitary and Phytosanitary  
(SPS) and Technical Barrier 
to Trade (TBT)” in Jakarta, 
as well as opportunities of 
Indonesian businessmen in 
the procurement of goods and 
services business at the United 
Nations.

Next is the inaugural Joint 
Business Council (JBC) meeting 
between the Indonesia-Jordan 
Business Council (IJBC) and 
Jordan-Indonesia Business 
Council (JIBC) which marks the 
increasingly growing business 
relationship between the two 
countries.

As a follow up to the 2017 
IORA Summit in Jakarta, as the 
Chair of the IORA for the period 
2016 - 2017, Indonesia led the 
7th IORA Bi-Annual Meeting 
of the Committee of Senior 
Officials held in Bali.

Next is the visit of the 
Indonesian Interfaith 
Scholarship (IIS) delegation 
from the EU on diversity 
and harmony in Indonesia. 
The implementation of an 
integrated workshop entitled 
“Digital Media Management of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Capacity Building of Phnom 
Penh Officials, and Technical 
Guidance of PPID”.

The 44th OIC Council 
of Foreign Ministers / CFM 
meeting discussed Youth and 
Peace, and the importance of 
understanding the values of 
dialogue, tolerance, and mutual 
respect of differences.

These are some of the 
articles that we are presenting 
in this edition. Enjoy reading 
and hope it may be useful. 
Greetings Diplomacy. []
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Indonesia Channel 2017 
Show

As the climax and 
at the same time  
closing of the 2017 

BSBI program, a colossal art 
and cultural performance 
was  held entitled “Indonesia 
Channel: Celebrating Diversity, 
Harnessing Harmony” at 
the Empire Palace Building, 
Surabaya on August 18, 2017. 
At the same time, a work 
exhibition of the 2017 BSBI 
participants in the form of 
paintings, photographs, batik, 
wood carvings and pottery, 
jewelry, and others was also 
held.

In the event, Indonesian 
Foreign Minister Retno LP 
Marsudi was present to provide 
a speech and at the same  
close  the 2017 BSBI Program, 
preceded by the Mayor of 
Surabaya, Tri Rismaharini, who 
delivered a welcome speech. 
In addition, the Indonesia 
Channel 2017 show was also 
attended by the wife of the Vice 
Governor of West Sumatra, 
Ambassadors and diplomatic 
corps of friendly countries, 
Local Government officials, 
artists, community figures, 
cultural figures, journalists, 
students, and university 
students in Surabaya, BSBI 
alumni and families and 
relatives of the 2017 BSBI 
participants. The event was 
open to the public with a total 
audience of 1,600.

As a form of support in the 
success of Indonesia Channel 
2017 and to promote Surabaya 
to BSBI participants, the 
Surabaya City Government 
entertained the participants 

at the Meeting and Dinner 
with the Mayor of Surabaya 
on 15 - 19 August 2017. The 
participants were then invited 
at the ceremony of the 72nd 
anniversary of Independence 
of the Republic of Indonesia 
in the office of the Mayor of 
Surabaya.

In addition, the Surabaya 
City Government also invited 
the 2017 BSBI participants 
to join a City Tour event, the 
planting of 58 friendship trees 
at Taman Harmoni (formerly 
the largest Waste Disposal in 
Surabaya), International Kite 
Festival, and the Angkringan 
Festival.

Media publications were 

also conducted by the Surabaya 
City Government in the form 
of a press conference with 47 
national and local media, as 
well as the Indonesia Channel 
promotion advertisement 
through a videotron in several 
public strategic places such as 
Djuanda International Airport, 
Tunjungan Plaza, Town Hall, 
and others.

The BSBI Program and 
Indonesia Channel 2017 
show received a fairly festive 
reception from the public, 
especially among the youth. 
This is evident from the 
enthusiasm of the community, 
the amount of media coverage, 
and posting on various social 

media.
The BSBI program is one 

of the strategic programs that 
lure the interests of youths of 
friendly countries to become 
the ‘Friends of Indonesia’ in 
their respective countries. 
Therefore, RI Representatives 
overseas need to always 
embrace and involve them in 
various activities, especially 
concerning Indonesia’s 
promotion. In addition, BSBI 
Program is a concrete form 
of the Foreign Ministry’s 
commitment in the effort of 
preserving and developing 
Indonesia’s traditional arts and 
culture. []
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2017 Art and Culture Scholarship Program 

SOFT POWER DIPLOMACY WHICH STEALS 
WORLD ATTENTION

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs c.q. the Directorate 
General of Information 
and Public Diplomacy has 
organized the 2017 Indonesian 
Art and Culture Scholarship 
(BSBI) program which 
proceeded from 7 May to 20 
August 2017. The BSBI aims 
to strengthen relations with 
friendly countries through 
people-to-people contact by 
utilizing the nation’s diversity 
of art and culture as one 
of Indonesia’s soft-power 
diplomacy assets.

This time’s 2017 BSBI 
participants numbered 58 
people from 45 countries, 
including 4 participants from 
Indonesia. On 20 August 2017, 
the 2017 BSBI participants 
returned to their respective 
countries, while 13 other 
participants from Japan, South 
Korea, Germany, Greece, 
Serbia, Netherlands, Ukraine, 
Australia, Hungary, Slovakia, 
Canada, Mexico, and Argentina 
extended their stay in Indonesia 
for study purposes and visited 
various tourist destinations in 
Indonesia.

Participants who extended 

their stay in Indonesia to study 
or increase studies  of the 
archipelago’s  art and culture 
were 4 people: Romain de 
Ferron (France) to increase 
studies in the art of acoustics of 
Padang, especially talempong, 
flute and randai music; Amdie 
Wirjoredjo (Suriname) to 
study the classical dance of 
Remo, East Java; Andrei Zapsa 
(Moldova) to write the novel 
“Way to Indonesia”, which was 
inspired by Indonesia’s local 
wisdom and social life; and Ana 
Marin Lario for Bugis and Bali 
anthropological studies.

Since the BSBI program was 
organized in 2003 until 2017, 
BSBI alumni have reached 776 
people from 69 countries.

The 2017 BSBI program 
was officially opened by 
Indonesia’s Foreign Minister 
Retno LP Marsudi at Gedung 
Pancasila, Jakarta, on May 10, 
2017. The program started with 
an orientation and outbound 
training week from 8 to 13 May 
2017. The orientation program 
aimed to introduce Indonesia 
from various aspects such 
as history, art, culture, and 
community life.

The orientation was held in 
cooperation with the Faculty of 
Cultural Sciences, University of 
Indonesia (UI), and INDOSAT, 
DKI Jakarta Provincial 
Government as well as various 
museums in Jakarta (Museum 
Fatahilah, National Monument, 
and Textile Museum). While 
outbound training was 
conducted at The Village Bumi 
Kedamaian, Bogor which aimed 
to foster a sense of togetherness 
and friendship among the 
participants.

Furthermore, the 
participants conducted three 
months training at workshops 
and partner universities of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
five cities, namely in Surabaya, 
Makassar, Bali, Padang and 
Yogyakarta from May 14 to 
August 13, 2017.

The 2017 BSBI is divided 
into two programs, namely the 
BSBI Regular Program and the 
BSBI Special Program. The BSBI 
Regular Program focuses on the 
introduction of Indonesia from 
the aspect of art and culture. 
The program was attended by 
46 participants. They received 
training on the art of dance, 

musical art, Bahasa Indonesia, 
and local wisdom in various art 
galleries namely the Sanggar 
Semarandana in Bali, Studio 
Tydif in Surabaya, Rumata 
Cultural House in Makassar and 
Sanggar Sofyani in Padang.

The BSBI Special Program 
was attended by 12 participants 
and implemented through 
an academic study approach 
at the National Development 
University (UPN) Veteran 
Yogyakarta. In line with the 
2017 BSBI theme of “Celebrating 
Diversity, Harnessing 
Harmony”, BSBI’s special 
program curriculum focused 
on the study of Indonesia’s 
diversity, religious harmony 
and role in promoting interfaith 
dialogue and world peace. In 
addition, the participants also 
studied the art of music and 
traditional dance as well as 
Bahasa Indonesia.

During the program’s 
implementation, RI’s Foreign 
Ministry also conducted a 
routine evaluation to monitor 
the development of the 
participants’ learning process 
in each studio and university. 
In addition, the participants 
were also involved in various 
activities organized by the 
Local Government and local 
communities, such as the World 
Environment Day Enchantment 
and Environmental Award 
2017 in Surabaya; Makassar 
International Writers Festival 
and Cross-Cultural Stage 
in Makassar; Minangkabau 
Fashion Festival in Padang; 
and Temple Sanctification 
Ceremony in Bali. Participants 
also participated in discussions, 
seminars and social programs 
organized by local universities. 
[]
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Indonesian Art and Culture Scholarship
Spreads Cultural Tolerance for a 
Peaceful World

Indonesia celebrated its 72nd Anniversary of Independence 
yesterday. Diversity has made Indonesia strong, rich in 
culture, and a respected nation.

Therefore, diversity should not separate us, but on the contrary, 
it should unite us. Respect for each other and tolerance is an 
integral part of our DNA. We must take care of this. Diversity 
can be found all over the world, it gives color to our world, and it 
gives color to humanity. We must celebrate diversity. Celebrating 
diversity means understanding differences, respecting differences, 
mutual respect for one another.

A culture of peace should be nurtured and disseminated. A 
bridge of understanding is needed to prevent conflict and war. 
Building bridges of understanding is part of Indonesia’s foreign 
policy. The Indonesian Art and Culture Scholarship (BSBI) is one 
of our efforts in building that bridge. Learning about a country’s 
culture means understanding the life of its people, understanding 
the way people think.

Indonesia is proud to present the Indonesian Art and Culture 

Scholarship for international students. This year is also an 
important year for BSBI, this year we celebrate BSBI’s 15th 
anniversary. In 15 years, BSBI has gathered 776 alumni from 69 
countries.

In the Netherlands, BSBI alumni established the Indonesia 
Netherlands Youth Society (INYS). In Fiji, BSBI alumni formed a 
dance group called “Rako Pasifika” and “Vou”. A participant from 
France has made a documentary film “Pakarena Dance”.

Meanwhile, participants from South Korea launched a 
dangdut single “Papa Mama in Seoul”. Moreover, 13 participants 
decided to continue their studies in Indonesia. I would like 
to thank all BSBI participants this year. Congratulations on 
completing the course.

May you bring with you the spirit, friendship, and memories 
of Indonesia wherever you go. You are now an “Indonesian 
Ambassador”. You are a Friend of Indonesia. Please also send our 
warmest wishes to your family, the people of your country, invite 
them to visit Indonesia.

I express my gratitude to the Mayor of Surabaya who has 
hosted this event. The city of Surabaya has become one of the 
symbols of good governance, a symbol of change and progress.

Thank you also to the studios which have become partners of 
the activities; Sanggar Semarandana in Denpasar, Studio Tydif in 
Surabaya, Rumah Budaya Rumata in Makassar, Sanggar Sofyani in 
Padang, and UPN “Veteran” Yogyakarta.

Let us celebrate diversity. Let us spread a culture of tolerance 
to a world of peace. []

 (Edited from the Foreign Minister’s remarks at the Indonesia 
Channel 2017 event)

IndonesIa Is proud to present the 
IndonesIan art and Culture sCholarshIp 

for InternatIonal students. 
“
“

RI’s Foreign Minister  RETNO LP MARSUDI delivers remarks at the 
opening of Indonesia Channel 2017 in Surabaya (18/08).
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Indonesian Art and Culture Scholarship

                                                                                                               
In reference to participants’ 
testimonials and status in 
social media (Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram), 
the implementation of the 
BSBI program and Indonesia 
Channel 2017 are considered to 
have given a deep impression 
to the participants. BSBI 
is useful for character 
formation, assessment / career 
development and improvement 
of participant’s knowledge and 
experience. BSBI has created a 
new family and love of a second 
home, which is Indonesia.

The materials for art 
and culture, local wisdom, 
excursion studies, individual / 
group work projects and other 
supporting activities / tasks 
provided in BSBI’s education 
and training curriculum are in 
accordance with the standards 
set by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs cq. Directorate of Public 
Diplomacy. The materials vary 
and there are many additional 
classes based on participants 
request and interest.

However, especially for 
the study of Bahasa Indonesia 
(BI), improvement is needed 
in each studio partners, mainly 
on the number of hours Bahasa 
Indonesia is taught at the 
designated university, which 
is as much as 32 hours for 3 
months.

Local and national media 
publications on the activities 
of participants in the regions 
are uneven, so partnership 
with national (TV, radio and 
print / online) media for the 
regular publication of BSBI 

implementation is needed in 
the future.

On the other hand, the 
support provided by the 
Surabaya City Government is 
considerable and needs to be 
appreciated.

In reference to the results of 
the research and analysis of the 
Agency for Policy Assessment 
and Development (BPPK), RI’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
cooperation with the ASEAN 
Study Center of University 
of  Indonesia’s  Faculty of 
Social and Political Sciences 
(FISIP) in 2015, from the 4 
(four) soft power programs 
in the form of scholarship 
from the Government of 
Indonesia for foreign citizens, 
the BSBI program is the best 
scholarship as examined 
from the measurement of 
effectiveness and integration of 
governance and achievement of 
the mission in accordance with 
the objectives of Indonesian 
diplomacy.

RI government’s  4 
(four) scholarship programs 
for foreign nationals are; 
Darmasiswa by the Ministry 
of Education and Culture; 
Developing Country 
Partnership by RI’s Ministry 
of Research, Technology, and 
Higher Education; Excellence 
Scholarship by the Ministry of 
Education and Culture; and 
BSBI by RI’s Foreign Minstry .

Assessment indicators are 
based on alumni planning, 
information dissemination, 
selection, implementation, 
monitoring and institutional 
processes.

Until now, there is no Public 
Diplomacy Directorate and RI 
Representative BSBI alumni 
institution in the recipient 
country. The establishment of 
a community or BSBI alumni 
association in each country is 
carried out partially or based on 
an alumni initiative in the local 
country.

The Public Diplomacy 
Directorate and RI 
Representative overseas have 

been managing the alumni 
database, but the utilization of 
alumni abroad still needs to be 
improved.

In 2003 - 2009, the BSBI 
Program is for a regular 
program only, then in 2010 
- 2017 the BSBI program was 
expanded by giving a special 
program which was intended 
for participants who have more 
knowledge about Indonesia 
and follow Indonesian studies 
in their country of origin. In 
addition to art and cultural 
materials, the special program 
also provides lecture materials 
on Indonesia and ASEAN from 
various aspects, including 
political, economic, and other.

In 2018, the special 
program is different from 
the  regular program based 
on the percentage of art and 
cultural materials, so there is a 
difference in educational and 
training results between studio 
and university (as implementer 
of the special program). This 
is due to the difference in the 
material substance of art and 
culture provided.

For 15 years, the 
implementation of the BSBI 
program was conducted 
in 5 (five) cities / regional 
representations of Java (Jogja 
and Surabaya), Sumatra 
(Padang), Bali, and East 
Indonesia (Makassar, South 
Sulawesi). In 2018, there  is plan 
to reorganize the composition 
of studio partners that meet 
the regional representation 
in Indonesia, namely; Java 
represented by D.I. Yogyakarta, 
Cirebon, West Java; Bali and 
Nusa Tenggara represented 
by Bali; Sumatra represented 
by Padang, West Sumatra; 
Kalimantan represented 
by Kutai Kartanegara, East 
Kalimantan; and Sulawesi 
represented by Kendari, West 
Sulawesi.

The selection of cities as 
a training ground for these 
participants is selective. 
City learning destinations 
should have access and good 

infrastructure and easily 
accessible, such as airports, 
hospitals, universities, cultural 
parks, shopping centers and 
other public facilities.

A decent living standard 
that includes accommodation 
with room requirements that 
have  air conditioning, inner / 
modern bathroom, TV, internet 
access and other support 
facilities, daily consumption 
and transportation during the 
training program.

A studio also carries out 
consultation and liaison 
functions to the participants 
and actively cooperates with 
local government and local 
media and creatively engages 
participants in a number of 
activities that are rich in local, 
social, art and cultural wisdom 
of the archipelago.

The impression of the 
participants and the audience 
on the Indonesian Channel 
show increases every year. 
This can be seen from the 
social media’s infographic 
report and the increase in the 
number of audiences each year. 
Implanting the   significance 
of the Indonesian Channel 
show as a place of appreciation 
to the participants and to the 
audience (to motivate youth 
on the love of art and culture 
of the archipelago) has been 
achieved.

Therefore, the concept of 
the Indonesia Channel show 
each year must be interesting 
and able to interpret the 
wishes of the audience and the 
latest trends. The Indonesia 
Channel show must be handled 
by a team of experts in the 
performing arts.

In the future, the 
implementation of the BSBI 
program for 3 months and the 
Indonesian Channel is expected 
to be published more widely 
through partnerships with 
large-scale national TV media 
that has high cultural content 
and youth as main listeners.

Even if the BSBI program 
has been running well and 
smoothly, as directed by RI’s 
Foreign Minister, we will 
conduct a thorough evaluation 
of the program to implement it 
better and bring greater benefit 
to the nation and country. []

NINIEk kUN NARYATIE                                                                                                                        
Acting Director General 
of Information and Public 

Behind the Mission of Achieving 
Diplomacy
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Semarandana Art Studio, Bali
SATISFIED AND PROUD WITH BSBI PARTICIPANTS 

Semarandana Art Studio 
is a studio that specializes 
in Balinese art and culture, 
especially dance and percussion 
art (traditional Balinese music).

Semarandana Art Studio 
was established since July 5, 
1998 and located at Banjar 
Gambang, Munggu, Mengwi, 
Badung regency of Bali 
Province. The members of this 
studio consist of art artists as 
well as Balinese culture lovers.

In addition to being a 
place of development and 
preservation of Balinese art, 
Sanggar Seni Semarandana also 
plays a role in the introduction 
of Balinese art and culture to 
the international community. 
Since 2003, we have been 
partners of the BSBI program 
organized by RI’s Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs.
As people responsible for 

the studio, we are satisfied and 
proud of the BSBI participants. 
The participants are always 
serious so they quickly 
comprehend what the trainers 
are teaching.

The materials used in 
the BSBI program are: Art 
Dance, Gamelan Art, Visual 
Art (painting), Make-up, 
Introduction of Balinese 
Clothing and Tradition, and 
Indonesian Language.

Semarandana Art Studio 
cooperates with IKIP PGRI Bali 
in teaching Bahasa Indonesia. 
In addition, we also work with 
the mass media, including NET 
TV, TVRI Bali, Bali Pos, Java 
Post, and Radar Bali to publish 
the BSBI program.

However, the 
implementation of BSBI in 
Semarandana Art Studio is not 
without obstacles. Sometimes, 
there are participants who have 
specific interest not included 
in the scheduled program. It 
requires us to be more flexible 
in packaging programs and 

make us more creative to 
accommodate these things.

With the BSBI activity in 
Badung regency, Bali Province, 
it is expected that more tourists 
will come to visit, therefore 
have an impact on the increase 
in the revenue of Badung 
region. []

Sofyani Dance and Music Studia, Padang 
TEACHING THE SOUL OF MINANGKABAU SOCIETY TO BSBI PARTICIPANTS 

Art is an element of the 
soul of Minangkabau society, 
and for the Minang people, 
art education is absolute. Not 
a single capability, either on 
land or on shore, is without 
target or room, where young 
children learn and follow their 
“nagari” art, according to the 
local climate. Minangkabau 
art does not close access for 
new elements, as long as the 
elements of rejuvenation 
do not agitate one of the 
layers that sustain internal  

tradition, that is; alua jo patuik 
(harmonization), ukua jo 
jangko (space and motion) 
and reso jo pareso (taste and 
analysis).

Art education in 
Minangkabau aims to enhance 
the “mind” and garnish “baso” 
(courtesy), which is portrayed 
in principle through a saying:

“Nan kuriak iyolah kundi 
Nan sirah iyolah saga Nan baiak 
iolah budi nan indah iyolah 
baso” (the motif is kundi (saga 
seed), the red one saga, the 

good is the mind, the beautiful 
is the language (courtesy or 
manners)).

In our journey, Sofyani 
Dance and Music Studio’s 
every activity are more likely a 
devotion and dedication to the 
people and the Region of West 
Sumatra than business.

Padang is one of BSBI’s 
youngest partners in 2016 
because it is in 2016 that the 
BSBI first came in Padang. 
BSBI is a very meaningful 
program for us. Through this 
program, we can add insights, 
relationships, and friends from 
various countries.

One of the interesting 
things is during the month of 
fasting. Some of them, who 
have different religions, also 
participated in fasting, broke 
the fast together and did 

tarawih prayers. They also came 
to welcome the Eid al-Fitr. It 
shows the beauty of difference 
if everyone can respect each 
other.

This program is not only 
significant to the participants, 
but it also encourages young 
people to learn and appreciate 
our own culture. Through 
the BSBI, relationship is 
warmly linked between BSBI 
participants and members of 
the studio despite occasional 
problems. Due to problems, our 
relationship (sanggar members) 
with BSBI participants became 
firmer and more compact.

Overall, this program 
makes us feel responsible and 
can bring the good name of 
Indonesian art and culture. 
People overseas study our 
culture, how come we don’t? []
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Rumata Art’ Space, Makassar 

 Since 2012, Rumata ‘Art Space 
is believed to be one of the 
“Houses” for participants 
coming from parts of the world 
who are interested in learning 
Indonesian art & culture. It is 
also an opportunity for us to 
introduce Rumata ‘Artspace 
when appointed as a part of a 
big family of the Indonesian Art 
and Culture Scholarship (BSBI), 
which was only a year old at 
that time.

The program initiated 
by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs is a moment for a wider 
introduction of Indonesian 
culture. In addition to 
diplomacy, the program is a 
social interaction between 
participants, government, 
art galleries, and local 
communities in each region. 
Rumata ‘Artspace became the 
only representative for Eastern 
Indonesia to date and is the 
youngest art center among 
other studios before Sofyani 
Arts Padang joined in 2016.

During its five years of 
participation in BSBI, alumni 
who come from various 
countries are Rumata’s friends 
to this day. Nobody thought that 
there were some alumni who 
would return and feel at home 
to stay longer in Makassar, or 
do other simple things such 
as greeting us through the 
social media. Alumni coming 
to our house are those who are 

interested to learn more about 
Indonesian culture, especially 
South Sulawesi’s.

Brune Charvin (France), 
2013 BSBI alumni, came back 
to learn Pakkarena Dance 
(a Makassar classical dance 
that teaches balance between 
strength-tenderness, feminine-
masculine, waves and values 
that link people to the roots of 
culture / tradition).

In addition to Brune, Shin 
(South Korea) also held an art 
exhibition two years ago at 
Rumata ‘Artspace. Then 2016 
BSBI  alumni ,Victor Nicolae 
Ciobanu (Romania),  who until 
today is still in Makassar to 
further study  culture and local 
music. Victor is interested and 
lately often collaborated with 
Makassar’s traditional music 
artists.

Within the time frame 
above, the BSBI program has 
become an integral part of a 
series of programs handled by 
Rumata ‘Artspace. We hope 
that this BSBI program will 
continue to be implemented 
continuously every year so that 
Indonesia’s rich and diverse 
culture will be widely known by 
everyone. It is our hope that all 
alumni will benefit a lot after 
they return to their respective 
countries and Indonesia 
becomes ‘Home’ for all.

Our thanks to RI’s Foreign 
Ministry. []

PRIORITIZE THE SOCIAL 
INTERACTION OF BSBI 
PARTICIPANTS 

Early 2010 was a laudable year for us as we were selected among 
Surabaya’s dance studios to get the opportunity in joining the 
BSBI program (Indonesian Art and Culture Scholarship). Tydif Art 
Center is one of the four studios recommended by the Department 
of Culture and Tourism of Surabaya City and proposed as a BSBI 
program trainer. At first, as a studio, we felt too much burden by 
having to train young foreign youths in arts as we had a lot of 
activities and busy with exercises, staging, and dance work process. 
Precisely, we say that it is more as a form of duty to the state. This is 
what we can do for the Nation and the State so we can manage this 
program well. Over time, we found that our initial burden changed 
into enjoying togetherness, relationship, mutually learning many 
things ranging from self-introspection to getting a meaningful life 
experience.

It does not feel like but we have been involved with the BSBI 
program for 7 years and each year, within a span of 3 months, 
is a struggle in providing the participants the best not only 
in introducing arts, culture, the region’s local excellence, the 
community’s character but also various pleasant interactions 
among young people. Uniting different characters from different 
nations is not an easy thing but the uniqueness lies therein. As one 
of the trainers, Tydif Art Center is located in Surabaya and it is a 
challenge for us because it is a metropolis which at times is less 
liked by foreigners. Not only in introducing the city of Surabaya but 
also the advantages of some areas in East Java. Despite introducing 
only a few areas outside East Java in 3 months, it made them happy.

Initially, the participants were usually interested in seeing 
the dance and film shows that we present but less interested 
in the metropolis. Hence, we created an activity program with 
the involvement of the Surabaya City Government, following 
the agenda of activities of Surabaya’s Department of culture 
and tourism. We also added a Socio-Culture program where 
participants are outside the Surabaya area for a week and are in 
small towns gathered with the community practicing dance and 
music with local music groups. In the past few years, we have been 
working with the Pamekasan Local Government through Putra 
Meonk Music Studio.

For 3 months, where there was initially less interest. In the first 
month, we tried getting to know their characters and why they 
wanted to be on this program. In the 2nd month, we started to 
know each other; the participants even tried to follow our routine 
and interacted to blend in. Finally in the last month, we both did 
not want to be separated because we both know it’s hard for us to 
meet again as oceans, seas and even continents are extended. This 
BSBI program has its own uniqueness by not only providing art and 
cultural materials, but also learning to understand the character of 
different nations.

Participants, who are mostly non-Muslims, can sometimes 
judge the Muslim community in Indonesia, which they think 
is different from what they hear in other countries. Muslims in 
Indonesia are kind and open to accept such differences. []

Tydif Art Studia, Surabaya
INTRODUCING ART, CULTURE, 
LOCAL ADVANTAGES, AND 
CHARACTER OF EAST JAVA’S 
SOCIETY
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Modern diplomacy allows 
government and society to be 
the main actors in relationships 
between nations. On one 
hand, diplomacy generally 
places the government as the 
main actor in foreign policy. 
The Government acts as a 
drafter and implementer 
of foreign policy. However, 
democratization also provides 
widespread opportunities 
to the community - both 
individually and in groups - to 
participate actively in foreign 
policy.

Diplomacy can be done 
by utilizing inter-community 
networks that have been 
established and spread in 
various countries. In addition, 
diplomacy can also be done 
as a joint initiative between 
the government and the 
community, such as the 
Indonesian Art and Culture 
Scholarship (BSBI).

BSBI is one of the 
Government of Indonesia’s 
serious efforts through the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(Kemenlu) to carry out 
diplomacy among communities 
or people-to-people diplomacy.

Through the regular and 
special programs of the BSBI, 
RI’s Foreign Ministry invites 
young people from various 
countries (including Indonesia) 
to directly gain live experience 
by living and learning about 
multicultural Indonesia. RI’s 
Foreign Ministry has appointed 
UPN “Veteran” Yogyakarta, 
especially the Department 
of International Relations 
(HI), as a local partner in the 
implementation of BSBI’s 
special program since 2013 until 
now. In the past four years, 
BSBI’s special program carries 
various themes, including: 
Future Indonesianist (2013), 
Unity in Diversity (2014), 
ASEAN (2015), and Maritime 
Axis (2016).

Through the BSBI special 
program, participants from 

various countries can study 
Indonesian arts, including 
contemporary issues covering 
politics, economics, Islam, 
multiculturalism, media, and 
so on. Living and studying for 
3 months at UPN “Veteran” 
Yogyakarta has provided 
many valuable and unique 
experiences on Yogyakarta’s 
local life that are different from 
regular BSBI participants in 
Denpasar, Makassar, Padang, 
including Surakarta (Solo) 
and Bandung. The unique 
life experience even brought 
back the participants to visit 
their campus at UPN “Veteran” 
Yogyakarta and their boarding 
house.

The BSBI special program 
has provided participants a 
golden opportunity to apply 
various theories and concepts 
on international relations, 
especially in direct inter-
community diplomacy. Thanks 
to the BSBI special program, 
UPN “Veteran” Yogyakarta 
already has 42 international 
alumni in almost 20 countries 
in just 4 years.

Certainly, this fact 
significantly adds to the social 
networking of our campus in 
various countries in the world.

One of the interesting 
things was during the month 
of fasting. Some of them, 
who have different religions, 
also participated in fasting, 
joint fast breaking, and doing 
tarawih prayers. They also 
came to welcome Eid al-Fitr. It 
shows the beauty of difference 
if everyone can respect each 
other.

This program is not 
only meaningful to the 
participants, but it also 
encourages young people to 
restudy and appreciate our 
own culture. Through the 
BSBI, kinship is warmly woven 
between BSBI participants 
and members of the studio, 
although there are occasional 
problems, these problems 

further make our relationships 
(sanggar members) with BSBI 
participants firmer and solid.

Overall, this program 
makes us feel responsible and 
can bring the good name of 
Indonesian art and culture. 
People overseas study our 
culture, how come we don’t? In 
contrast to the regular program, 
the BSBI special program has 
given us the experience to 
arrange different 3-month 
program activities annually 
according to the special theme 
that has been designed by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
The experience of developing, 
executing, and revising the BSBI 
special program has enhanced 
our understanding of the 
urgency of inter-community 
diplomacy in the relationships 
between nations.

The empowerment of this 
capability also continues in our 
commitment to improve the 
quality of our relationship with 
the institutional networks we 
have so far at the local level, in 
Yogyakarta and beyond. During 
3 months of implementing 
the BSBI special program, we 
involved various institutions, 
such as political parties, non-
governmental organizations 
(NGOs), several campuses, 
religious institutions, mass 
media (radio, newspapers, and 
local television), various tourist 
sites, schools, and various 
individual academics and art-
cultural activists in Yogyakarta. 
In accordance with the theme, 
the involvement of institutions 
and individuals is always 
different yearly.

The BSBI special program 
has also provided valuable 
opportunities for our students 
in the Department of 

International Relations to have 
a direct individual relationship 
with participants from various 
countries. 3 months of direct 
encounter and interaction has 
enabled our students and BSBI 
Participants to develop their 
interests in both the study and 
post-study life.

The fact that many 
BSBI participants are still 
undergraduate and graduate 
students also has a positive 
impact on our students in 
getting to know about the 
culture, academic atmosphere, 
and possibly further studies 
at the campuses of BSBI 
participants in various 
countries. Various roles 
have been performed by our 
students, including as a liaison 
officer (visit, Indonesian 
language, and documentation), 
dance assistant trainer, 
discussion and interaction aide 
with students for essay writing.

In managing the BSBI for 
4 years, unexpected problems 
are certainly unavoidable. 
Interacting with 10 to 12 
participants from different 
countries requires exceptional 
adaptability, both among us at 
UPN “Veteran” as well as the 
BSBI Participants.

The serious effort in the 
implementation of the BSBI, 
from the first day until the 
last, is trying to eliminate 
differences between ‘us’ and 
‘them’. In the context of inter-
community diplomacy, these 
differences are ultimately 
unified by a single objective 
of this BSBI special program, 
which is to study and recognize 
Indonesia in a more complete 
and direct way in multicultural 
Yogyakarta. []

BERkAT BSBI kEkHUSUSAN, UPN “VETERAN” YOGYAkARTA TELAH 
MEMILIkI 42 ALUMNI INTERNASIONAL YANG TERSEBAR DI HAMPIR 
20 NEGARA HANYA DALAM wAkTU 4 TAHUN INI. 

 “
 “
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Novel by BSBI Participants 
Way to Indonesia: Two Lives, Two Faces, One Batik

Two 2017 BSBI program 
participants, Andrei E.P.S. 
Zapsa from Moldova and 
Christine May Nikola from 
Fiji, on the sidelines of their 
busy schedule with the BSBI 
program, have taken the time to 
collaborate and write a novel.

At the end of the 2017 BSBI 
program, they both launched a 
novel titled “Way to Indonesia: 
Two Lives, Two Faces, One 
Batik”.

“Bulbul bird in a golden 
cage. It could be from diamond, 
but the cage is still a cage “, said 
Andi Chandra.

Andi Chandra is a Sulawesi 
princess trapped between one 
of the major political unrests. 

In a difficult position of seeking 
for her own life, the princess 
then meets and deals with a 
village boy who gives up his 
modest life to seek residence in 
the community. The princess 
yearns much for the life she 
possesses.

The couple from these two 
different worlds must work 
together to unite their families, 
and somehow avoid their 
worlds from colliding without a 
life dictating them.

This is the summary of the 
story of the novel that Andrei 
and Christine did together. This 
novel is an interwoven story 
filled with humor, politics, and 
romance inspired by fictional 
and non-fictional elements 
while the authors participated 

in the 2017 Indonesian Art and 
Culture Scholarship program.

Andrei Zapşa is a composer 
and conductor. He is the 
author of the Great War: Last 
Archangel, The Missing Shard 
and The Crown of Power, a 
fantasy trilogy written in his 
country. He also wrote The Call 
of King, a historic novel.

At the same time, Andrei is 
the founder and first conductor 
of successful orchestras, such as 
the orchestra of Mezzo Youth 
Symphony, Makassar Youth 
String Orchestra, and Şt. Neaga 
College Symphony Orchestra in 
Chişinău.

Due to his extraordinary 
activities in literature, he was 

awarded the “Heroes of the 
Moldova” award for the literary 
category in 2016. Currently, 
Andrei works at the Financial-
Banking College in Chisinau, 
and teaches economics.

Christine May Nikola is a 
creative writer and recently 
graduated from the South 
Pacific University, Fiji. She is a 
Journalist and Psychologist who 
is currently taking postgraduate 
studies in Psychology.

After college, Christine 
worked as a journalist at a 
major newspaper company 
in Fiji and then resigned to 
travel. He enjoys non-voluntary 
work such as teaching children 
in vulnerable communities. 
Christine is currently living 
with her family in Fiji.[]
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Before joining the BSBI, I 
was not imagining that this 
program would be a ‘bomb’! 
The BSBI is a program that gives 
participants new experiences, 
new friends, new memories and 
new feelings. We were told in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
that “BSBI is a life-changing 
program” ... are these words 
true?

I have never been away from 
my family before - this program 
is my big trip abroad. I learned 
a lot, I saw a lot and felt a lot. 
And one of the most important 
reasons to be always happy in 
Indonesia is that the people 
surrounding me all this time 
- Mrs. Diaztiarmi, members 
of Tydif studio, teachers, 
volunteers, and our Surabaya 
team—have placed themselves 
as my family.

I also gained the blessings 
of loyal new friends - people 
who always supported and 
comforted me, and people who 
contributed in changing my 
outlook on many aspects of life. 
Every member of our Greater 
Surabaya Family has played 
an integral role during the 
program - each like a piece of a 
puzzle - each is irreplaceable.

Here in Surabaya, we 
found ourselves in a capacity 
as dancers (for 3 months we 
mastered traditional dances 
such as Sampur Urban, Cak 
& Ning, and Greget dance), 
musicians (learn to play 
gamelan), batik masters, 
students (we have classes in 
Bahasa Indonesia), designers 
(we are involved in our own 
dedicated journal creation 
project for the whole of 
Indonesia), actors (in short 
films taken by one of the 
volunteers) and others.

Another feature that makes 
this program so colorful and 
unforgettable is the fact that 
we visited so many interesting 
places. One of the most 
memorable places we visited 
was Mount Bromo. The scenery 
is nice, but at the same time 
also frightening as a very 
mystical volcano, which makes 
interesting the legend behind it, 
the narrow path, every step that 
seems to be the last step, the 
freezing weather, the fresh air, 
and the huge space ... every part 
of this place makes you stay 
with bated breath. In addition, 
thanks to this BSBI program, 
we explored not only Surabaya, 
but also other parts of East Java, 
such as Madura (Sumenep), 
Batu city, and Kediri city.

I really feel new feelings, 
impressions and emotions that 
are completely new. I screamed 
and laughed, I am very happy 
like a child who was given a 
new toy. I assume that there are 
no words that can describe this 
feeling.[]

 

After such a complicated 
relationship with Indonesia 
over the last five years, I came 
here very different this time. 
Although the traditions and 
culture of this country are 
familiar to me, but Indonesia 
always amazes and impresses 
you at some point.

When you are away from 
your home and loved ones, it is 
important to feel their support. 
The language barrier, culture, 
and different ways of thinking 
can cause some difficulties 
during the first month. But, on 
the other hand, it’s amazing 
how quickly you can approach 
people you know for only a few 
weeks.

For the first two weeks 
of the BSBI Program, our 
special little family of twelve 
students has been through 
various things. But somehow, 
because everything happens 
for a reason, we managed to 
overcome all problems and 
depend on each other.

For sure, those who are in 
Indonesia, or Asia for the first 
time, will find it difficult to face 
a completely different way of 
life. Moreover, the Javanese 
language is more often used 
here than the Indonesian 
language because the local 
people have a big influence 
on the daily routine of the 
Indonesian people here.

But what about the 700 
other languages also spoken 
in Indonesia? People here 
are proud of their diverse 
culture because their motto 
is Bhinneka Tunggal Ika. It is 
hard to believe that the country 
is still united, given the fact 
that there are more than 17 
thousand islands. The world 
should take several lessons on 
how to be united and mutually 
respectful.

Everyone has a different 
background; they come from 
different families with different 
attitudes and beliefs. What you 
can learn is how to be thankful 
for whatever you have in your 
life. And if you are not satisfied, 
you have to work harder to 
change it - this is what I have 
learned from the Javanese. The 
way the Javanese manages their 
traditions will amaze you, the 
way they treat their families 
will make you change your 
mind and open your heart. And 
finally, you will be part of their 
family and traditions. Simple 
and unselfish help and equally 
pure gratitude no doubt is a 
local wisdom that deserves to 
be learned and thereby makes it 
possible to fall in love gradually 
with Jogja and Indonesia every 
day.[]

LAZZAT JUMATAEVA2
(2017 BSBI Participant from Uzbekistan)

What Are They Saying ?
BSBI Program is Amazing and Inspirational

ANASTASIIA PUSTYLYNk
(2017 BSBI Participant from Ukraine)
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Danang Rizky Ginanjar, Special 
Staff of the Minister of PPN / Head of 
Bappenas, Gaery Undarsa, CCO & Co-
Founder Tiket.com, and M. Alfatih Timur, 
CEO of Kitabisa were resource persons 
in the discussion panel themed “Creative 
Strategies to Win the Market and Increase 
Profit” (28 / 08).

The Directorate of Public Diplomacy, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration 
with the Innovative Youth Project 
(IYP) held the Dinner with CEOs - 
Meet the Outstanding Student for the 
World (OSTW) and Indonesian Young 
Entrepreneurs, Friday 28 July 2017 at the 
Mercantile Athletic Club, Jakarta. The IYP 
is an association of creative young people 
that encourages young Indonesians to 
innovate and achieve and connect with 
relevant stakeholders.

Ambassador Benny Bahana Dewa said 
that the event is expected to encourage 

the creation of a network of young 
entrepreneurs and entrepreneurial 
spirit among young Indonesians, both 
OSTW participants and young people 
with Indonesian entrepreneurs, from 
various fields especially CEOs of start- 
up companies based on information 
technology. As the successor of the nation, 
it is important for the young generation to 
cultivate an entrepreneurial spirit among 
young people. In addition, this event can 
be a means to share experiences, expand 
networking, and give birth to concrete 
cooperation in the future.

The OSTw is one of the flagship 
programs of the Directorate of Public 
Diplomacy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
which aims to encourage young 
Indonesian achievers, especially in the 
field of entrepreneurship. 12 OSTw 
participants in April 2017 visited India. In 
India, the participants met with CEOs of 

various companies and local government 
officials.

The event was attended by resource 
persons Agus Muharram, Secretary of the 
Ministry of Cooperatives and SMEs, who 
delivered a Keynote Speech. Meanwhile,  
Danang Rizky Ginanjar, Special Staff of 
the Minister of PPN / Head of Bappenas, 
Gaery Undarsa, CCO & Co-Founder of Tiket.
com, and M. Alfatih Timur, CEO of Kitabisa 
were  resource persons in the discussion 
panel themed Creative Strategies to Win the 
Market and Increase Profit .

The event is expected to encourage 
the younger generation to be more 
creative in creating and making innovative 
breakthroughs. Furthermore, it is expected 
that the event can also be one of the driving 
factors in increasing entrepreneurial interest 
among the younger generation, which in turn 
will have an impact on the improvement of 
the Indonesian economy. []

OSTW Alumni Extend Network through 
“Dinner with CEOs & Indonesian Young 
Entrepreneurs” 

Danang Rizky Ginanjar, Special Staff for the Minister of PPN / Head of Bappenas, Gaery Undarsa, CCO & Co-Founder Tiket.com, and M. Alfatih Timur, CEO Kitabisa 
become resource persons in the discussion panel themed Creative Strategies to Win the Market and Increase Profit (28 / 08).
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Art of Mediation: The Role of 
Indonesia in Resolving the Conflict 
in the Southern Philippines 

The Review and Policy 
Development Agency of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the Republic of Indonesia held 
a launching and dissemination 
event entitled “The Art of 
Mediation: Indonesia’s Role in 
the Quest for Peace in Southern 
Philippines” at the Nusantara 
Room of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Indonesia (31/7).

The book by Jamal Maidan 
Flores, a former speech writer 
and proof reader in the era of 
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas, 

discussed Indonesia’s role in 
the mediation process between 
the Moro separatist group 
in the Southern Philippines 
(MNLF) and the Philippine 
Government.

The book launching and 
review was attended by 
Ambassadors, Echelon I and II 
within the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, academics, students, 
and international relations 
observers and guests from the 
national press.

Acting as moderator was 

Endi M. Bayuni (Chief Editor 
of The Jakarta Post) and 
discussant was Teuku Rezasyah 
MA, PhD (Padjadjaran 
University of Bandung).

The Head of BPPK, Dr. 
Siswo Pramono, in his opening 
remarks, conveyed the writer’s 
closeness with the Foreign 
Minister Ali Alatas, so that the 
term “di -Jamilkan” developed 
for  documents that go to his 
desk.

Several Indonesian 
diplomacy figures directly 
involved in the peace mediation 
gave speeches during the book 
launching and review. Dr. 
Hasan Wirayuda, Ambassador 
Wiryono Sasrohandoyo, and 
Ambassador Rezlan Ishar 
Jenie were some of the leaders 
who gave a warm welcome 
to the launching of the book 
discussing Indonesia’s key role 
in the peace process in the 
Southern Philippines.

The book, “The Art of 
Mediation: Indonesia’s Role in 
the Quest for Peace in Southern 
Philippines”, is special because 
it comes amid the lack of 
literature on Indonesia’s role 
in the arena of International 
Diplomacy. “The greatness 
of Indonesia in International 

Diplomacy has been 
acknowledged by the world, but 
unfortunately there is a lack of 
literature on Indonesia’s role,” 
said Wiryono Sastrohandoyo, 
an Indonesian diplomat who 
was involved in the mediation 
process of peace agreement 
in the southern Philippines in 
1996.

The statement was also 
shared by a discussant from 
Padjadjaran University, Teuku 
Rezasyah, who said that the 
need for memoirs is useful as a 
reminder of Indonesia’s active 
participation in International 
Diplomacy. “The need for 
memoirs reminds us of the 
Indonesian Diplomacy role,” 
Teuku said.

The presence of this book 
is expected to be an additional 
source of information on 
Indonesia’s role in the arena 
of International Diplomacy. So 
far, people are less appreciative 
of Indonesia’s capacity; this is 
caused by the lack of literature 
that contains such information. 
The existence of this book is 
also expected to increase the 
public’s pride on Indonesia, 
which has been recognized for 
its competence in International 
Diplomacy. []

THE ART OF MEDIATION:
INDONESIA’S ROLE IN THE QUEST FOR PEACE 
IN SOUTHERN PHILIPPINES

DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION AND MEDIA
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL OF INFORMATION AND PUBLIC DIPLOMACY

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
2016

THE GREATNESS OF INDONESIA IN INTERNATIONAL 
DIPLOMACY HAS BEEN ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE 

WORLD, BUT UNFORTUNATELY THERE IS A LACK OF 
LITERATURE ON INDONESIA’S ROLE.

“
“Wiryono SaStrohandoyo



ISSUE 107 July 2017

HIGHLIGHT
15

Indonesia and Singapore Hold Inter-religious 
Dialogue for the First Time

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (kemenlu) c.q. 
the Directorate of Public 
Diplomacy, the Directorate 
General of Information 
and Public Diplomacy in 
cooperation with the Ministry 
of Religious Affairs (kemenag) 
and the Indonesian Embassy 
in Singapore organized The 1st 
Indonesia-Singapore Interfaith 
and Intercultural Dialogue 
(ISID) on 11-14 July 2017 in 
Singapore.

The 1st ISID was held to 
maintain and enhance the 
value of unity, peace, and 
tolerance in the plurality of 
the world community and 
commemorate 50 years of 
diplomatic relations between 
Indonesia and Singapore.

The 1st ISID was opened by 
Mr. Tan Chuan Jin, Singapore’s 
Minister of Social and Family 
Development and Mr. Lukman 
Hakim Saifuddien, Indonesia’s 
Minister of Religious Affairs. 
The ISID was conducted in 
dialogue format and site visits 
to worship, studies and religious 
studies centers in Singapore by 
involving a number of religious 
leaders, academics, youth, 

grassroots and government 
representatives from both 
countries. The ISID was closed 
by the Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Indonesia, A.M. Fachir and 
Coordinating Minister for 
Infrastructure and Transport 
Minister Khaw Boon Wan. 
The 1st ISID resulted among 
others the Youth Faith Leaders 
Camp in 2018, the publication 
of religious textbooks, and the 
exchange of students studying 
religion and diversity. It was 
noted that further attention 
is needed for a government 
policy that will make open 
spaces a common space and 
the necessity of establishing 
harmony in diversity galleries 
in Indonesia as a means of 
tolerance education in school 
and information centers for 
recognized religions.

The Indonesian Delegation 
(Delri) was chaired by the 
Minister of Religious Affairs, 
Lukman Hakim Saifuddien, 
and Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, A.M. Fachir as the 
Chair’s alternate. Members 
of the Indonesian delegation 
were Ambassador Niniek 

Kun Naryatie, Acting Director 
General of Information 
and Public Diplomacy; Arif 
Zahmhari, Ph.D, Nahdatul 
Ulama activist and Rector of 
Kulliyatul Qur’an  high learning 
school (STKQ); Dr. Abdul Mu’ti, 
M.Ed, General Secretary of 
PP Muhammadiyah; Romo 
Agustinus Ulahayanan, Pr, 
Secretary of the Commission 
for Interreligious Relations 
(HAK) of the Bishops’ 
Conference of Indonesia; 
Pdt. Dr. Marthin Lukito, 
Teacher of Jakarta Theology 
School (STT); Pastor of 
the Protestant Christian 
Church of Simalungun; Ida 
Pangelingsir Agung Putra 
Sukahet, Hindu religious 
leader / Chairman of the Bali 
Religious Harmony Forum, 
Chairman of the Indonesian 
FKUB Association; and 
Bhikhu Jayamedho (Herman 
Satriyo Endro), founder of 
Buddhist organizations such 
as Magabudhi, Dhammadipa, 
Arama Center and Walubi.

The series of ISID activities 
included a courtesy call of 
the Indonesian delegation 
to the Minister of Culture, 
Community and Youth of 
Singapore on July 11, 2017 
and the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Singapore on July 
13, 2017. The ISID Forum was 
filled with open dialogue and 
discussions as well as site visits 
to the Islamic Community at 
Masjid Ba ‘alwi and the Islamic 
Council of Singapore, Catholic 
/ Christian Community at St. 
Mary of the Angels Church, 
Hindu Community in Hindu 
Endowment Board, and 
Buddhist Community at 
Mahakaruna Buddhist Society.

The 1st ISID was first 
initiated by the Indonesian 
government and received a 
positive response from the 
Singapore government at the 
meeting of the Deputy Minister 

of Foreign Affairs with the 
President of Singapore’s Inter-
Religious Organizations (IRO) 
and Gallery of Harmony in 
Diversity on January 17, 2017. 
The 1st ISID theme “ Sharing 
of Best Practices, Lessons 
Learned and Way Forward “ 
underscores the importance of 
cooperation and commitment 
of both countries to strengthen 
the value of unity, peace and 
tolerance to face the challenges 
of today’s global civilization, 
among others religious and 
cultural-based extremism, 
terrorism, radicalism and 
Islamophobia.

Singapore is Indonesia’s 27th 
interfaith dialogue partner. The 
Singapore government agreed 
to continue the interfaith 
dialogue session and approved 
to hold it in Indonesia for the 
next two years.

The 1st ISID brings together 
a number of programs as a 
form of sustainability of the 
1st 2017 ISID, including the 
Indonesia-Singapore Youth 
Camp for Future Faith Leaders 
which will focus on interfaith 
relationships; making a book 
containing a compilation of 
papers from speakers and 
participants of the 1st 2017 
ISID and student exchange for 
religious learning and diversity.

On July 14, 2017, the 1st 
ISID was officially closed by 
Khaw Boon Wan, Coordinating 
Minister for Infrastructure as 
well as Singapore’s Transport 
Minister and A.M. Fachir, 
Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of 
Indonesia. Also present to 
give testimonies to the closing 
session were the Ambassador 
of Indonesia to Singapore, 
President of the Singapore 
Inter-Religious Organizations 
(IRO), Imam Masjid Ba’alwi, 
Singapore’s Mufti for 1994 - 
2010, Indonesian religious 
leaders and others. []
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To address the impact of the implementation of standards on 
the access of Indonesian export markets, the Directorate General 
of Multilateral Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in 
cooperation with the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Institute 
for Training and Technical Cooperation (ITTC) held a workshop 
themed “Capability Development of Market and Trade Policy 
Intelligence related to Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) and 
Technical Barrier to Trade (TBT) “on 2-4 August 2017 in Jakarta.

The 3-day workshop was attended by 70 participants from 
various related ministries such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ministry of Trade, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Industry, 
National Standardization Agency (BSN), and Food and the 
Drug Supervisory Agency (BPOM). The workshop presented 
experts from the wTO Secretariat and related officials within 
the government. WTO Secretariat attendees were Dr. Faustin 
M. Luanga, Head of Asia and Pacific Regional Division, ITTC-
WTO, and Mr. Alexis Masoot, Dispute Settlement Lawyer, Rules 
Division-WTO.

Indonesia is currently facing the challenge of market access 
to various countries due to the implementation of standards 
by trade partner countries, both health, environmental, and 
technical standards (labeling & packaging). In the WTO Trade 
Agreement, it has been stressed that the application of standards 
is not allowed when it is intended to restrict trade.

Improving Indonesian Market Access Abroad 
Through Strengthening the Market and Trade 
Policy Intelligence

However, in reality, Indonesia faces many barriers on 
export products due to standard problems, such as in the case 
of nutmeg, palm oil, cocoa, marine products, etc. Some of 
these obstacles are caused by trade competition issues that 
use standard pretexts, particularly related to Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary (SPS) measures and Technical Barriers to Trade 
(TBT).

The workshop is expected to support economic diplomacy 
through strengthening the human resource capacity of 
Indonesian officials, especially in preparing trade policies to 
support Indonesian exports outside. In particular, the workshop 
addresses the challenges of market access facing Indonesian 
products in the international market due to the application 
of standards and discusses efforts that Indonesia can take in 
addressing its impacts.

“Effective Economic Diplomacy requires an increasing role 
and capacity of human resources in looking at and anticipating 
opportunities and challenges that can contribute to national 
development efforts and improvement of the welfare of 
Indonesian society,” said Tri Purnajaya, Director of Trade, 
Commodities and Intellectual Property (PKKI) in his key 
remarks representing the Acting Director General of Multilateral 
Cooperation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. []

Tri Purnajaya, PKKI Director (resource person), Ditya Agung Nurdianto, Head of the Agriculture and Commodity Development Subdivision 
(Moderator) and Fajarini Puntodewi, Head of the Center for Foreign Trade Studies (resource person), in the Market Intelligence Development 
Workshop TBT, Jakarta, August 2-4, 2017
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and services of Indonesian 
companies in the United 
Nations is US $ 106 million or 
Rp1, 4 trillion. This value is the 
highest among ASEAN member 
countries, which in the last 
five years has never reached 
US $ 100 thousand per year. 
However, this amount is still 
very small when compared 
with existing potentials. The 
total value of procurement of 
goods and services made by the 
United Nations reached US $ 17 
billion or worth Rp 232 trillion 
and Indonesia is only able to 
reap less than 1%.

“Indonesia’s position as 
the largest supplier of goods 
and services to the UN among 
ASEAN countries directly shows 
that Indonesia actually has the 
ability. What remains now is 
how to expand penetration or 
seek opportunities in other line 
of businesses that many other 
countries are not pursuing, 
“said Anita.

The UN Procurement 
Director, Dmitry Dovgopoly, 
who is the resource person 
who revealed the potential 
for large procurement of 

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (kemlu) encourages 
Indonesian entrepreneurs to 
exploit the opportunities of 
procurement of goods and 
services at the United Nations 
(UN), which has enormous 
potential. With its capacity, 
Indonesian entrepreneurs are 
believed able to compete with 
other countries in winning 
projects of procurement of 
goods and services at the 
United Nations.

“Indonesian entrepreneurs 
need to optimally utilize the 
opportunities of procurement 
of goods and services at the 
United Nations because the 
opportunities are huge and 
Indonesia has the capacity for 
it,” said Anita Luhulima, Acting 
Director General Multilateral 
Cooperation of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, in her remarks 
at the Business Seminar on 
Procurement of Goods and 
Services at Hotel Aryaduta, 
Jakarta (3/8).

Based on data released 
by United Nations Global 
Market in 2016, the total value 
of procurement of goods 

goods and services at the UN 
Peacekeeping Mission (MPP) 
said, “Every year, we spend US 
$ 8 billion on UN Peacekeeping 
Mission which currently has 100 
thousand troops spread all over 
the world, especially in Africa”. 
“we urgently need quality 
products to meet our needs, 
such as armored vehicles, tents, 
and security services. In the 
near future, we also plan to 
procure tires on a large scale 
basis, “he said.

Dmitry said that 
procurement at the UN is not 
done centrally. The UN office 
and its agencies in Indonesia 
can also make procurements 
independently. Some of the 
products that have been the 
primary needs of UN agencies 
are vehicles, medicines, food, 
communication equipment, 
cargo services, and air 
transportation. Dmitry also 
underscores the principles of 
procurement at the United 
Nations, such as impartiality, 
transparency, and international 
competition. “This ensures 
the product is the best quality 
product,” Dmitry said.

The same thing was also 
conveyed by Charu Mehta, 
the representative of the UN 
office in Indonesia who is also a 
resource person. “It is time that 
a closer cooperation between 
the UN and the private sector 
is created as it benefits both 
sides.”

The business seminar 
organized by the Directorate 
General of Multilateral 
Cooperation of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs is in 
collaboration with the United 
Nations office in Indonesia. This 
seminar is the contribution of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
to increase the participation 
of Indonesian entrepreneurs 
in various UN procurement 
projects. The seminar consists 
of three sessions discussing 
procurement opportunities 
at the UN, UN procurement 
mechanisms, and experience 
with companies that have 
been successful UN partners. 
In the last session, participants 
were given the opportunity to 
conduct business consultations 
with UN agencies in Indonesia.

In addition to the two 
resource persons above, 
the seminar was also filled 
with speakers from PT Bank 
Mandiri (Persero) Tbk, PT Pura 
Barutama, and PT Chitose. 
Also present were the Deputy 
for Development Strategy 
and Policy of the Institute 
for Procurement of Goods 
/ Services Policy (LKPP) 
Robin Asad Suryo, KADIN 
representatives, and more than 
100 seminar participants from 
various lines of businesses 
such as transportation, IT, 
telecommunication, healthcare, 
hospitality, consultantancy, and 
cargo services. []

RI Entrepreneurs Can Go Global Through the 
Procurement of Goods and Services at the 
United Nations
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Joint Business Council 
Marks the Progress of RI-Jordan Business 
Relations

“The Joint Business Council 
(JBC) meeting between 
Indonesia-Jordan Business 
Council (IJBC) and Jordan-
Indonesia Business Council 
(JIBC) marks the growing 
business relationship between 
Indonesia and Jordan,” said 
Indonesian Ambassador Andy 
Rachmianto in his speech at the 
JBC meeting at the Jordanian 
Chamber of Industry, Tuesday 
(1/8). RI’s ambassador affirmed 
that the JBC is able to play 
an active role and seek new 
breakthroughs in order to 
increase concrete cooperation 
in trade, industry, investment, 
and tourism.

At the meeting, the JBC 
agreed to establish potential 
sectorial committees for the 
development of cooperation 
between the two countries, 
namely industry committee, 
food, furniture, tourism, 
education and training, 
health,  leather and textile, 
and skilled labor. These sectors 
are expected to be a driving 
force for the advancement of 
economic relations, trade, and 
investment between the two 
countries.

The JBC is committed 
in taking an active role in 
promoting various exhibition 
events held in each country, 
as well as supporting business 
players of both countries to 
take part in the exhibitions. The 
JBC also agreed on the need to 
establish an Indonesian House 
in Jordan and Jordanian House 
in Indonesia, as a forum to 

promote the potential products 
of both countries as well as 
facilitate the businessmen of 
both countries in expanding 
their businesses.

Marking the inauguration 

of the establishment of the 
JBC, the IJBC President and 
Chairman of JIBC signed 
the Agreement on the 
Establishment of a Joint 
Business Council between 
Indonesia-Jordan Business 

Council (IJBC) and a Jordan-
Indonesia Business Council 
(JIBC) witnessed by RI’s 
Ambassador and all IJBC and 
JIBC attendees at the meeting. 
(Source: Indonesian Embassy in 
Amman)

Ambassador Andy Rachmianto (center) was accompanied by Sutiyoso and Mayra. (Photo: Indonesian Embassy in Amman)
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African and Middle East Countries 
Complete Fisheries Training in 

African and Middle East 
Countries Complete Fisheries 
Training in Ambon

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the Ministry of 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
(kkP) officially closed the 
training activities in the field 
of fisheries joined in by 12 
countries of Africa and the 
Middle East at the Ambon 
Education and Training Center 
(BPPP) on Monday morning, 
July 24, 2017 local time.

The training was officially 
opened on July 17, 2017 
with 14 participants from 
Djibouti, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Mauritania, 
Egypt, Namibia, Nigeria, 
Senegal, Sudan, Zimbabwe and 
Algeria.

 During their stay in 

Ambon, the participants were 
provided materials and had the 
opportunity to apply directly 
environmentally friendly fishing 
gears, such as bamboo fish traps 
and Floating Net Cages (KJA), 
marine product processing 
techniques developed in 
Indonesia as well as the 
development and cultivation of 
ornamental fish.

Technical Cooperation 
Director, M. Syarif Alatas, who 
represents the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in closing the 
training program, said that, as a 
developing country, Indonesia 
can contribute through the 
provision of capacity building 
assistance to other developing 
countries within the South-
South Cooperation framework. 
Since the 1980s, Indonesia has 

implemented such capacity 
building programs for many 
countries around the world.

The fishery sector is a 
priority of the Government 
of Indonesia and is one of 
the leading capacity building 
programs. Indonesia will 
continue to develop technology 
in the field of sustainable 
fisheries. Through this training, 
Indonesia would like to share 
knowledge and experience 
in fisheries management that 
is expected to be useful and 
applicable in the countries of 
African and Middle Eastern 
participants.

Especially for Africa and 
the Middle East, by 2016, there 
have been 160 capacity building 
programs in various fields for 
more than 1,300 participants. 

With the participation of 
African and Middle Eastern 
participants, it is expected that 
Indonesia will be able to further 
promote the development 
of networks among fellow 
participants from different 
countries and the knowledge 
gained can also be applied in 
their respective countries.

In the future, the 
Government of Indonesia 
will continue to commit itself 
to provide capacity building 
assistance for African and 
Middle Eastern countries in 
the areas of their needs and in 
line with the national interests 
of the Republic of Indonesia.[] 
(Source: Directorate of KST)
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Indonesia Encourages Tangible 
Cooperation in 7th IORA Bi-Annual 
Meeting of CSO in Bali

As a follow-up to the 
2017IORA  Summit in Jakarta 
and as Chairman of the IORA 
for the period 2016 - 2017, 
Indonesia headed  the 7th 
IORA Bi-Annual Meeting 
of the Committee of Senior 
Officials held in Bali from 2 
to 3 August 2017. The meeting 
was attended by high officials 
(senior officials) from 21 IORA 
member countries. At the 
meeting, Indonesia among 
others encouraged cooperation 
that gave tangible benefits to 
the community, as mandated by 
the leaders of IORA countries 
and agreed in the IORA Action 
Plan document.

“It is necessary to 
immediately follow up on the 
results of the IORA Summit 
through the implementation 

of an agreed Action Plan. 
The revitalization of the 
Indian Ocean Rim Business 
Forum (IORBF) and the 
Working Group on Trade and 
Investment (WGTI) is part 
of the effort, so that trade 
and economic cooperation 
among IORA members can be 
improved “, said Ambassador 
Desra Percaya, as chair of the 
Meeting. “Maritime Security 
and Safety Cooperation, 
Blue Economy, and Women’s 
Economic Empowerment 
should be encouraged through 
the establishment of a working 
group”, continued the Director 
General of Aspasaf.

The 7th Bi-Annual Meeting 
of CSOs focuses on the follow 
up of the IORA Summit and 
other relevant meetings, 

including the implementation 
of the short, medium and 
long-term Action Plan, which 
has been agreed in the next 5 
years. The action plan focuses 
on addressing challenges, 
especially with the geopolitical 
and geo-economic changes 
in the Indian Ocean region. 
The strengthening of IORA 
organizations and cooperation 
with dialogue partners and 
other international and 
regional organizations is 
encouraged in order to make 
concrete contributions.

Indonesia has initiated 
the strengthening of IORA’s 
cooperation to be more solid 
in facing current and future 
challenges. During Indonesia’s 
chairmanship, IORA has 
achieved a major achievement, 

namely the Jakarta Concord, 
which is the vision and norm 
of IORA cooperation in 
exploring opportunities and 
improving regional welfare. 
In addition, the IORA Summit 
held on March 7, 2017 in 
Jakarta was the first heads of 
state / government meeting 
to commemorate the 20 
years of the organization. 
The success of the IORA 
Summit confirms Indonesia’s 
leadership as a maritime 
country that encourages 
renewed commitment of IORA 
member countries to enhance 
cooperation towards a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous Indian 
Ocean region. [] (Aspasaf / 
Infomed)
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Tolerance in the middle of 
diversity in Indonesia became 
an archetype of countries in 
the world. Therefore, looking 
directly at Indonesia will 
surely increase the knowledge 
and understanding of the 
delegation of the Indonesian 
Interfaith Scholarship (IIS) 
from the European Union (EU) 
on diversity and harmony in 
Indonesia.

This was stated by 

Acting Director General 
of Information and Public 
Diplomacy, Ambassador Niniek 
Kun Naryatie, upon receiving 
the 2017 IIS delegation 
accompanied by the Head 
of the Center for Religious 
Harmony, Ministry of Religious 
Affairs, Ferimeldi, Ph.D at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Monday (24/7).

Furthermore, Ambassador 
Niniek conveyed that tolerance 

is Indonesia’s blood and flesh 
and part of life. Tolerance will 
be born, developed and can be 
maintained properly through a 
full understanding of others.

The IIS delegation is a 
stakeholder in the European 
Union (EU) involved in 
determining the direction 
of EU’s foreign policy. The 
IIS delegation consists of 
academics, NGOs, and 
members of the European 

parliamentary secretariat.
The 2017 IIS program is the 

4th held in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Religious Affairs 
and the Embassy of Indonesia 
in Brussel. The IIS delegation 
is in Indonesia to study the 
diversity and harmony of 
religious communities. They 
will visit and dialogue with 
various parties and circles in 
Jakarta, Semarang, Bali, and 
Yogyakarta. [] (Source: Dit Dit)

Visiting Indonesia, EU Delegation 
Praises Tolerance in Indonesia

toleranCe Is IndonesIa’s blood and flesh and part of lIfe. toleranCe 
wIll be born, developed and Can be maIntaIned properly through a full 

understandIng of others.

ambassador niniek Kun naryatie

“
“
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Integrated Workshop Improves Capability 
of RI’s Diplomat in Digital Media Mastery

Representatives overseas. 
Through social media, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
is increasingly active in 
interacting through the official 
accounts of Twitter, Facebook, 
and Instagram which are 
integrated with the Foreign 
Ministry’s Portal.

The efforts of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs in exploiting 
digital media are now 
increasingly recognized. In 
2016, the Foreign Minister 
was awarded the 2016 TOP 
ICT Leadership by IT & 
TELCO and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs received the 
2016 TOP Implementation of 
Ministry and 2016 TOP Digital 
Transformation Readiness.

The rapid development in 
the digital world along with 
the consequences compels 
the Foreign Ministry to adapt 
and innovate. Through this 
workshop, a number of 
innovations will be conducted, 
namely: (i) the development 
of Electronic Media within 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and RI Representatives; 
and (ii) an integrated and 
collaborative blog that is 
innovated in the Portal 
Website of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Indonesian 
Representatives. The integrated 
workshop will also produce 
policy recommendations to 
improve RI’s positive image, 
digital diplomacy strategy, 
and improvement of the 
management of Representative 
sites.

In this Workshop, the 
I-Media cooperation agreement 
between the Ministry and 
LKBN Antara was signed. The 
existence of a Cooperation 
Agreement will further 
maximize the utilization of 
digital media in the Foreign 
Ministry’s dissemination of 
information to the public. []

In an effort to respond 
to the challenges in the 
development and dynamics of 
information and technology, 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs held an Integrated 
Workshop entitled “Digital 
Media Management of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Increased Capacity of 
Public Relation Officials and 
Technical Guidance of PPID 
Administration” in Bogor 
(26/7).

Opened by Acting Director 
General of Information and 
Public Diplomacy, Ambassador 
Niniek Kun Naryatie, the 3-day 
workshop presented diplomats 
who are currently performing 
duties in 132 Indonesian 
Representatives spread across 
countries and representatives 
from units in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.

The workshop presented 
resource persons from various 
sectors, including government, 
journalist representatives, 
media practitioners, media 
consultants, and creative media 
consultants to share insights to 
workshop participants.

In his speech, Ambassador 
Niniek quoted the words of 
Tom Fletcher in the book 
Naked Diplomacy (2016), 

“Digital changes every aspect of 
what diplomat do.”

In the digital era, diplomats 
are required to be able to 
maximize the use of digital 
media in performing their 
duties. Digital media allows 
diplomats to reach further, 
wider and faster to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs’ stakeholders, 
especially in terms of the 
protection of Indonesian 
citizens abroad.

The public can 
immediately know about 
the activities undertaken 
by RI Representatives in 
various countries, both on 
the Indonesian diplomacy 
action in international forums 
as well as festive Indonesian 
art performances. The speed 
of this information is also 
very beneficial in the event of 
an emergency situation in a 
country, so that citizens in need 
can immediately get the right 
information.

Certainly, digital progress 
in the implementation of 
diplomacy raises various 
opportunities as well as 
challenges. First; the digital 
world is changing participants, 
advances a spirit of openness 
and transparency in diplomacy.

Second; the digital world 

creates a new source of 
information and paradox of 
plenty and the amount of 
information in circulation 
also raises the occurrence of 
hoax (false news). Good digital 
media management is expected 
to provide correct information 
as well as counter hoax news 
that occur.

Third; the digital world 
blurs boundaries. Diplomats 
should be able to maximize the 
benefits of the digital world 
as a means of networking 
and collaboration. Diplomats 
must go to digital channels, 
not to mention social media, 
in order to follow closely the 
information that develops, 
interact with the community, 
and respond quickly and 
accurately.

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs through its own digital 
channels seeks to provide the 
best information dissemination 
service to its stakeholders. The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
website, which is organized 
through the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Decree 03/2012, is the 
main gateway for dissemination 
of information to the public at 
home and abroad. The Foreign 
Ministry’s Portal integrates 
the websites of Indonesian 
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Foreign Minister Retno 
Marsudi in the 44th OIC 
Ministerial Meeting entitled 
“Youth, Peace and Development 
in a World of Solidarity” in 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast (11/7). 
(Photo: BDSP)

If we are raising young 
people with conflict, I am afraid 
they will feel comfortable with 
conflict and do not understand 
what dialogue means. This was 
conveyed by the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs on the second 
day (11/7) of the 44th OIC 
Council of Foreign Ministers 
(CFM) Meeting.

In a special general debate 
on Youth and Peace, the 
Minister again reiterated the 
importance of understanding 
the values of dialogue, 
tolerance, and mutual respect 
of differences.

The Minister emphasized 
that all OIC countries have an 
obligation to pass these values 
to the younger generation. “If 
children are accustomed to 

violence then they will grow 
into violent human beings. If 
children only see guns, then I 
am afraid the kids will believe 
that a weapon will be able to 
finish everything, “she said.

Furthermore, the Minister 
expressed that conducive 
conditions must be created 
by OIC countries so that the 
younger generation can grow 
better. In addition to conducive 
conditions, OIC cooperation 
centered on education for 
young children also needs to 
be improved, one of which is 
related to entrepreneurship. 
The Foreign Minister also 
encouraged OIC Member States 
to implement the OIC-2035 
program of action, particularly 
on capacity building for the 
younger generation.

The OIC’s annual meeting 
has authorized around 120 
Resolutions on various issues, 
both on political and security 
issues as well as on economic, 
social, and cultural issues. 

Several resolutions are of 
concern to Indonesia regarding 
the resolution of the Southeast 
Asian region, such as the 
resolution on the Rohingya 
issue and the resolution of 
the situation in the Southern 
Philippines.

Through the resolution on 
Rohingya, Indonesia continues 
to push on the importance of 
the OIC to provide positive 
contribution in finding a long-
term solution in Rakhine State. 
In particular, Indonesia urges 
the OIC to support Myanmar’s 
government in carrying out a 
peace process in Rakhine State, 
including the provision of 
humanitarian aid and capacity 
improvement.

With regard to the 
resolution of the Southern 
Philippines, Indonesia has 
specifically encouraged the 
OIC and the international 
community to prioritize its 
assistance on the peace process 
in the Southern Philippines 

in order that security threats 
from various terrorist groups 
in the region will not disturb it. 
Indonesia also stressed that the 
threat of security and terror in 
Mindanao has become a threat 
to regional and global peace 
and security.

In addition to these two 
resolutions, a resolution was 
also adopted on the follow-up 
of the Indonesian initiative 
regarding the establishment 
of the Contact Group on 
Peace and Conflict Resolution, 
which agreed to immediately 
complete the preparation 
of the Terms of Reference 
(TOR) of the contact group. In 
addition, Indonesia has also 
initiated a resolution on the 
importance of cooperation 
of all OIC countries in the 
OIC Broadcasting Regulatory 
Authorities Forum (IBRAF) 
forum. The aforementioned 
IBRAF Resolution was proposed 
by Indonesia, which always 
promotes the important role of 
the media as one of the pillars 
of democracy, and is one of 
the stakeholders in the fight 
against terrorism through the 
management of positive and 
constructive news.

On the sidelines of the 
OIC Ministerial Meeting, 
RI’s  Foreign Minister has 
conducted 17 meetings with 
Palestine, Pakistan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan, Tajkistan, Egypt, 
Qatar, Ivory Coast, Gambia, 
Kuwait, Bangladesh, Guinea, 
Suriname, Niger, Iran, , and also 
with the Commissioner General 
of UNRWA. In these meetings, 
in addition to enhancing 
bilateral cooperation, also 
specifically discussed was 
the candidacy of Indonesia 
for the UN Security Council, 
technical cooperation, and 
efforts to improve the working 
mechanism of the OIC to be 
more transparent, democratic 
and inclusive. [] (source: BDSP)

Foreign Minister Retno Marsudi in the 44th KTM OIC entitled “Youth, Peace and Development in a World of Solidarity” in Abidjan, 
Cote d’Ivoire (11/7). (photo: BDSP)

Foreign Minister: The Value 
of Peace Must be Instilled 
in OIC’s Young Generation
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RI’s Deputy Foreign Minister: 
Indonesia’s Diversity Is a Diplomacy 

diplomats, think tanks, and 
students of international 
relations from several State 
and Private Universities in the 
country.

Deputy Foreign Minister 
A.M. Fachir said that the 
theme raised is very relevant 
to be discussed in the 
Workshop considering the 
national condition that we are 
experiencing.

The Deputy Foreign Minister 
cited that it is important to 
note that Indonesia’s founding 
fathers have realized from the 
beginning that diversity is a 
capital for nation and state life. 
“The nature of our nation is 
diversity,” the Deputy Foreign 
Minister said.

Deputy Foreign Minister, 
Dr. A.M. Fachir opens the 
Workshop Seminar “Our 
Indonesianship”

The Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic 
of Indonesia, Dr. A.M. Fachir, 
officially opened the workshop 
Seminar “Our Indonesianship” 
in Nusantara Room, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs (19/7). 
The seminar was held to 
commemorate the anniversary 
of the Proclamation of 
Independence and the 72nd 
Anniversary of the Indonesian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Those present were Echelon 
I and II officials within the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ambassadors, functional 

Diversity in Indonesia, 
with its various customs, 
languages, ethnicities, 
religions, should make us 
deepen our oneness and unity, 
not the opposite--division. 
“Our diversity is being tested,” 
he said.

The importance of 
understanding the value of 
tolerance in the life of nation 
and state by all the children 
of the nation must continue 
to be nurtured and developed 
together, “added Fachir.

Diversity in Indonesia 
has become an asset of 
Indonesian diplomacy in 
the organization of various 
international forums. Taking 
the example of the Interfaith 

Dialogue, Bali Democracy 
Forum (BDF), Indonesian 
Art and Culture Scholarship 
(BSBI), which is excellent in 
Public Diplomacy. “Indonesia’s 
Diversity Is a Diplomacy Asset,” 
he concluded.

Ambassador Bunyan 
Saptomo acted as moderator 
and the resource persons were 
Prof. Dr. Anhar Gonggong, 
Historian, History Lecturer of 
the University of Indonesia, 
Prof. Dr. Aleksius Jemadu, 
International Relations 
Observer, Universitas Pelita 
Harapan, Dr. Siswo Pramono, 
Head of BPPK Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. []
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